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MISSION STATEMENT
The Garden City School District seeks to create an 

environment for learning which enables each student 
the opportunity to grow as an individual as well as a 

group member while striving to achieve the optimal level 
of academic, social and personal success.

Students will thrive in a learning environment that is 
developmentally appropriate, individualized and 

challenging.

Our goal and responsibility is to help each student 
develop an enthusiasm for learning, a respect for self 

and others, and the skills to become a creative 
independent thinker and problem solver.   
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Vision
Inspiring and Challenging our Students to Accomplish Their 

Personal Best

Students will:

Foster a curiosity for learning.
Engage in productive cognitive struggle.

Find their individual passions, creativity, and strengths.
Grow increasingly self-confident.

Develop appreciation for multiple disciplines and the 
larger world.

Collaborate, communicate, and adapt.
Build respectful relationships.
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What is Word Study?
Word study instruction is where students learn to use 
“complex elements of reading to decode more advanced 
words (e.g., students learn how to decode words based on 
associated word meanings and by learning how to identify 
word parts, such as affixes and root words). The 
combination of phonics and word study helps students 
with word recognition, reading, and spelling.”  
Fundations is our word study program in grades K-2.
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Word Study Working Group
Classroom teachers, special educators, reading specialists, 

administrators:

○ Reviewed our current practices for grades 3-5.

○ Read academic research*.

○ Examined grade 2 Fundations proficiency and mastery.

○ Surveyed tools used in neighboring districts.

○ Conducted multiple demonstration and analysis sessions.

○ Collected and analyzed teacher feedback via surveys.

○ Made final recommendation.
*Moats, L. M. (1998). Teaching Decoding. American Educator, Spring/Summer, 1–9. https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/moats.pdf 6

https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/moats.pdf


Our Goal & Our WHY 

Goal: Select a unified, consistent tool for helping 
students “know and apply grade-level phonics and 
word analysis skills in decoding words.”

WHY: Students in grades 3-5 can better develop their 
understanding of multisyllabic words and irregular 
word forms by continuing word study at a more 
advanced level.  
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Key Questions
Primary Question:  What are the features of a highly effective 

word study program for all students grades 3-5 in Garden City 

Public Schools?

Guiding Questions:

● What is needed to maintain continuity between grades K-2 

and grades 3-5?

● How do the word study needs of upper elementary students 

differ from those in the primary grades?

● How do we balance consistency and differentiation?
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Program Evaluation Criteria

● Focus, coherence, and rigor of materials

● Responsiveness to NY State Next Generation ELA 

Standards, especially Standard RF3 for grades 3-5

● Adaptability to the needs of all learners

● Alignment with outcomes, scope, and sequence of 

K-2 Fundations

● Ability to leverage program features & technology
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Programs We Examined

● Fundations 

● Words Their Way

● Rewards
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Recommendation

Words Their Way:
● Meets the needs of all students.

● Strong response to standard RF3.

● Applicable to grades 3 through 5.

● Designed for differentiated instruction.
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Implementation Timeline

● Summer ‘21:  Order material, administrator 

training, and on-demand PD for teachers.

● Fall ‘21:  Administer and analyze student 

assessment.

● Fall ‘21 - Spring ‘22:  Ongoing PD and coaching, 

teaching and assessment.

● Spring ‘22:  Working Group analyzes 

implementation, effects on students, next steps.
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Supplemental Information
Evidence Explained (Pearson)

Words Their Way: Word Study In Action Developmental Model 
Study (National Center on Intensive Intervention 

Templeton, S. T. (2020, October 5). The Critical Role of Word 
Meaning in Word Study. Pearson. The Critical Role of Word 
Meaning in Word Study  
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https://assets.pearsonschool.com/asset_mgr/current/201729/581581J064-ESSA-WTW.pdf
https://charts.intensiveintervention.org/intervention/toolGRP/635442d54b9bb2df
https://charts.intensiveintervention.org/intervention/toolGRP/635442d54b9bb2df
https://assets.pearsonschool.com/asset_mgr/current/201910/WTWCriticalRoleWordStudy-ShaneT-MED.pdf
https://assets.pearsonschool.com/asset_mgr/current/201910/WTWCriticalRoleWordStudy-ShaneT-MED.pdf


Questions and Comments
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